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Pastor Gwen Sefrhans-

Murphy: 

 
Preparing can seem like the hardest task 
sometimes. Getting ready for a recent holiday 
gathering at our home was daunting. There was 
so much to move and arrange, given that we are 
still unpacking and sorting things out. As you 
might guess though, once we had prepared our 
home, we were able to enjoy the meal and the 
company. Even better, we are now more able to 
easily prepare for other events and for 
decorating for Christmas. 
 

Preparing can be challenging, but setting aside 
the time and effort opens us up for new 
possibilities and ways of being. 
 

Preparing is an Advent discipline, as we wait for 
the birth of Jesus at Christmas, and as we pray 
for Christ to come among us. While we prepare, 
we give ourselves the opportunity to focus on 
what matters most and make space for God’s 
presence in our lives. 
 

Preparing can be a challenge for us, but it is a 
meaningful one that points us toward God 
revealed in Jesus. 
 

May you make space, time, and room for what 
matters most this Advent season and see new 
possibilities and ways of following God. 
 

God’s peace be with you! See you in worship - 
Saturdays at 6:00 pm or Sundays at 9:00 am! 
 

(Please note our Christmas worship 
schedule-Christmas Eve at 3:00 pm and 
9:00 pm; Sunday, Christmas Day Worship at 
10:30 am; and Sunday, New Year’s Day at 
10:30 am). 
 

Pastor Gwen 

_______________________________ 

Christmas Eve Worship: 

 
We will have TWO Christmas Eve 

worship services.  Times are 3:00 

PM and 9:00 PM. Special music 

will be at both services. Hope to 

see you there. 

____________________ 

YouthFIRST: 
Wednesday, December 7 from 5-7 PM. 
Open for children Pre-K – 6th grade. 
Everyone is welcome! Bring your 
friends! 

 

Children’s Christmas Program: 

 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, December 

4th at 4:00 PM in the Ark. Hope to see you 

there! 

_____________________________________________ 

 



Christmas Caroling: 

 

Christmas caroling for all ages will follow 

the program, weather permitting. After car-

oling, come back to the church and warm-

up with a soup supper & hot cocoa. Hope 

to see you there! 

____________________________________________ 

2022 Finances: 

 

 
2022 income:                              $164,687.16 
2022 expenses:                          $172,786.09 
Year to Date:                                 -$8,098.93  

Red Cross Blood Drive 
at St. Paul: 

On Thursday, February 8 , 2023, St. Paul 
will be hosting a Blood Drive. Come 
donate from 2-7.  You can sign-up online 
at the Red Cross website or call Sheryl 
Hiatt at 309-912-1881. Come and give 
the gift of life! 
______________________________ 

Flower Chart 2023: 

 
 

A NEW flower chart for 2023 will be available in 
the narthex in a few weeks.  You may sign up to 
provide flowers for 1 or 2 vases for our worship 
services.  Flowers may be given in honor or 
memory of loved ones.  Please pay for your 
flowers ($25 per vase) at the time you sign up 
to provide them in the box located directly 
beneath the flower sign-up chart. 
 
__________________________________________ 

Orion Area Food Pantry & 
Volunteer Information: 

 
Each year, the Orion Area Food Pantry asks 
members of each of the area churches to help 
on food distribution days. Distribution days: 
Tuesdays from 4-6 PM, except for Easter, 
Thanksgiving, and Christmas meal distributions, 
which have longer distribution hours.  Distribu-
tions take place at the lower level of the village 
hall.  If you can help with any of these dates, 
please sign up on the bulletin board located in 
the courtyard hallway. 
 
St. Paul month for donations is March and Sep-
tember. 
_____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 



LCW News & Events: 

WELCA is now LCW 

(Lutheran Church Women). 
 

 
LCW  Christmas Brunch: 

Wednesday, December 7th at 10:00 AM – In the 
Ark  

  
Stitchers: 

Tuesday, December 13th  at 9:00 AM  
Tuesday, December 20th  at 9:00 AM 

No Stitchers on Tuesday, December 27. 

December Birthdays: 

 
 

    Christensen, Nate                                   12/01           
    Willis, Heather                                         12/02           
    Dahl, Bryce                                               12/03           
    Hogren, Marshall                                       12/03           
    DeBaillie, Deborah                                      12/04           
    Filler, Kale                                               12/04           
    Bourne, Marilynn                                         12/05           
    Seabloom, Julie                                       12/05           
    Houser, Nathan                                            12/07           
    Weihler, Laurel                                           12/07           
    Werkheiser, Taylor                                    12/07           
    Hepner, Shirley                                           12/08           
    Johnson, Sonia                                           12/08           
    Schroeder, Christian                                     12/10           
    Crawford, Michael                                        12/11           
    Filler, Kendyl                                               12/11           
    Carlson, Carolyn                                          12/12           
    Dahl, Jay                                                12/12           
    Rochleau, Caden                                           12/12           

    Lee, Ashton                                            12/13           
    Seabloom, Benjamin                                  12/13           
    Clark, Joyce                                               12/14           
    DeBaillie, Katie                                           12/14           
    Kerker, Scott                                               12/14           
    Veyette, Georgia                                          12/14           
    Johnson, Nicholas                                        12/15           
    Weihler, Anthony                                             12/15           
    Weihler, Brittney                                        12/15           
    Murdock, Blayden                                          12/16           
    Schroeder, Jeffrey                                          12/17           
    Schroeder, Cole                                            12/17           
    Anderson, Austin                                        12/18           
    Bakener, Garrett                                          12/19           
    Kunert, David                                                 12/20           
    Lees-Soerensen, Camilla                             12/20           
    Dahl, Debra                                              12/21           
    DeBaillie, Abby                                           12/21           
    Carlson, John                                          12/23           
    Johnston, Lisa                                             12/23           
    Westerlund, Cody                                           12/23           
    Lindgren, Jessika                                         12/24           
    Bakener, Adam                                                12/26           
    Dahl, Brianna                                            12/27           
    Fliege, Elisa                                               12/27           
    Gritton, Madison                                         12/28           
    Stenzel, John                                           12/29           
    Bollinger, Ava                                              12/30           
    Holton, Janet                                         12/30           
    Brems, Courtney                         12/31                           
________________________________ 

December Baptismal 
Anniversaries: 

 

 
  Melissa Abrahamson                           12/01 
  Tracy Hepner                                  12/02 
  Lon Mullen                                       12/02 
  Marilyn Dahl                                    12/04 
  Glenna Thrasher                               12/04 
  Heidi Bernhardt                                12/05 
  Hunter Larson                                    12/06 
  Susan Poe                                    12/06 
  Deena Beck                                    12/08 
  Mark Malmen                                    12/08 

 



  Tony DeBaillie                                 12/09 
  Gary Nelson                                     12/09 
  Emma Brems                                       12/10 
  Ryan Brems                                       12/10 
  Michele Cassillas                           12/12 
  Gavin Kerker                                      12/14 
  Jerry Sandau                                 12/15 
  Samuel Schutte                                  12/16 
  John Cox                                         12/17 
  Cindy DeBaillie                                  12/22 
  Raymond Parrish                                12/23 
  Elyse VanDuyne                                12/23 
  Jeannine Filler                                  12/24 
  Krystin White    12/25 
  Joyce Meier                                       12/26 
  Gregg Meier                                        12/27 
  Ronald Carlson                                   12/28 
  Madison Gritton                             12/31 
  Kevin Larson                                      12/31 
________________________________ 

December Worship  

Volunteers: 

 
Worship volunteers have been assigned for 
the month of December.  If you see that 
you will be unavailable on a certain Sunday 
to which you have been assigned, please 
switch with another member and call Mary 
Lindgren at 521-8658 to let her know the 
changes.  Mary has been calling the worship 
volunteers each week as a reminder of their 
duties, and she will relay these changes to 
our church secretary. If you know you will 
be absent during certain timeframes, 
please let Nikki know so she doesn’t 

schedule you to volunteer during that 
time. Thank you! Your assistance is 
appreciated!  
_____________________________________________________ 

December 4, 2022: 
9:00 AM: 
Greeters:                                        Ray Parrish 
Lector:                                                        Jane Helke 
Acolyte:                                                                   Kendyl Filler 
Sound System:             Sheryl Hiatt 
Communion Helpers:                       Kelly Weber & Abby Weber 
Altar Guild:                             Hannah Stockton & Sarah Frenell 

_____________________________________________ 

December 11, 2022: 
9:00 AM: 
Greeters:                         Rick & Joyce Hepner 
Lector:                                                  Cindy DeBaillie 
Acolyte:                                                                   Wylie Fliege 
Sound System:        Jeff Schroeder 
Communion Helpers:                     Judy Frenell & Sarah Frenell 
Altar Guild:                                Mary Lindgren & Jeannine Filler 

____________________________________  

December 18, 2022: 
9:00 AM: 
Greeters:                    Randy & Cindy DeBaillie 
Lector:                                                      Abby Weber 
Acolyte:                                                                   Wylie Fliege 
Sound System:          Lisa Johnston 
Communion Helpers:                              Jim & Dianna DeBaillie 
Altar Guild:                                                            Joyce Hepner 

_____________________________________________  

December 24th & 25th, and January 1st  : 
*Will be assigned to whomever signs up.*  
There is a sign-up sheet in the courtyard hallway. 
Please sign-up if you can volunteer for 
Christmas Eve at 3:00 or 9:00 PM. Or Christmas 
morning and New Year’s Day at the 10:30 AM 
worship service. Thank you! 
 
Christmas Eve @ 3:00 – we need the following 
volunteers: 
Sound system, greeters, one communion helper, 
and an acolyte. 
 
Christmas Eve @ 9:00 PM – we need the following 
volunteers: 
Sound system, greeters, 4 – ushers, and 2 – 
communion helpers. 
 
Christmas Day @ 10:30 AM: we need the following 
volunteers: 
Sound system, greeters, 4 – ushers, lector, 2 – 
communion helpers, and an acolyte. 
 
New Year’s Day @10:30 AM: we need the following 
volunteers: 
Sound system, greeters, 4 – ushers, lector, 2 – 
communion helpers, and an acolyte. 
 

 



_________________________________________ 

ORION AREA CHRISTMAS FOR 

KIDS: 
 

A HUGE THANK YOU to each of you 

who donated in support of children and 

families in need this coming Christmas with 

the wrapped gifts you gave to the Orion 

Area Christmas for Kids ministry. 

May God bless you and all families this 

Christmas season. 

__________________________________ 

Church Council Highlights: 
Council Meeting Highlights from  

November 2022 
 

Stewardship:   There is still time to turn in your 

Pledge cards. This will assist St. Paul to prepare a 

suitable budget that reflects our giving. Please 

prayerfully consider your Pledge Cards.  If you have 

any questions on some of these talents that are 

needed, please contact Pastor Gwen or Randy 

DeBaillie. 

 

Cookie Walk:  Come and enjoy on December 3rd 

from 9-12 PM.  NEEDED:  Bakers, Helpers and Buy-

ers!  This event helps our Youth to go to the Gather-

ing.  Please come and support them! 

 

Christmas Program:  December 4 at 4:00.  Please 

bring your children at 10:15 on Sundays prior to pro-

gram so we can start practicing our songs! 

 

Coulter Trust Application:  A form was completed for 

updating the organ. The Orion Community is so for-

tunate to have this trust available. 

_____________________________________________ 

Endowment Ministry Programs 

Fund: 

Grant application forms are in the 

hallway.  The Endowment Committee 

will review all applications and 

recommend a plan of distribution, which 

Church Council will review. Please turn 

your form into the church office when it 

is completed. 

Blessing Bags: 

 
 
Thank you for continued donations for 
the Blessing Bags! As a reminder, we are 
always in need of donations, such as: 
warm socks, chap-stick, hand warmers, 
deodorant, protein snacks, wipes, 
granola bars, rain ponchos, Kleenex, and 
gum. Please make sure they are travel-
sized and individually wrapped. There is 
a collection box in the hallway. The 
completed blessing bags are also in the 
hallway. Please feel free to take and 
distribute. 

Thank you, 
Family Life Committee 

________________________________ 

 

On Saturday, December 3rd from 9-12 

PM. Our youth and their families (plus 

some of our other talented bakers of 
our congregation) will have many 

different varieties of cookies, candies, 

and fudge to sell by the pound. Let us 

do the baking for you! Participants are 



asked to donate 2 dozen cookies and 

sign-up to work a shift. We will be 

abiding by current COVID 

restrictions, thank you! 
____________________________ 

College Student Request: 

 
If you are moving and changing 
addresses, please contact Nikki in 
the church office, or Jana Baraks. 
We send out care packages and 
want to make sure your package 
will make it to you. Thank you! 

Poinsettia Plants: 

 
We will be selling poinsettia plants this 

year.  Cost is $16. Deadline for ordering 

is Friday, December 16th. Usually 

everyone picks up their poinsettia at 

Christmas Eve Services.   

Please make checks out to St. Paul 

Lutheran Church and also include the 

form below. Thank you! 

 

Name:_________________________ 

 

How many plants:_________________ 

 

In Memory of: _____________________ 

 

In Honor of:_______________________ 

 

Sympathy: 

 
Our sympathy to goes out to John 

Carlson and his family at the passing of 

John’s sister, Nancy Witt.  

 
Psalm 147:3 – “He heals the brokenhearted 
and binds up their wounds.” 
____________________________________________ 

Thank you: 

 
Thank you to the Fall 

Festival Committee for 

providing us with the funds 

to purchase a new AED. Staff 

members were trained on this 

in October as well as 

renewing their knowledge on 

CPR. If anyone would like to 

be trained on the new AED, 

please contact Sheryl Hiatt. 

______________________ 

 

 

 

 



Some dates to remember: 

 

• Sunday, December 25th 

–Lessons and Carols 

Worship at 10:30 AM. 

• Sunday, January 1st – 

worship will be at 10:30 

AM. 

• No staff meeting on 

Monday, December 

26th or Monday, 

January 2nd. Due to 

church offices being 

closed in observation 

of Christmas Day and 

New Year’s Day. 

 

• Pastor Gwen & Nikki 

will be  on vacation, 

Monday, December 26-

Friday, December 30th. 

Church offices will be 

closed on Monday, 

January 2nd due to New 

Year’s day falling on a 

Sunday. Church offices 

will reopen on Tuesday, 

January 3, 2023. Thank 

you! 

 

• ANNUAL MEETING: 

Sunday, February 26th 

after the 9:00 AM 

worship service. 

 
Memorial Wish List 

2023 
 

Sunday School Rooms Update 

 

Digital Carillon System-$7500 (?) 
 

Sound System Upgrade for the Ark 

 

Computer Display Monitors for the Narthex and 
West Connection (For Announcements, etc) 
 

Organ Fund: Replacement with Digital Organ 
(~$50, 000) or Repair and Upgrade of Current 
Instrument (~$110, 000 plus) 
 

Eternal Light Candles in Sanctuary and Chapel 
($60/case of twelve) 
 

Parish Nurse Supplies 

 

Seasonal Banners 

 

Acolyte Robes 

 

Youth Ministry 

 

Youth Room-Upper Deck 

 

Youth Camperships 

 

Endowment Fund 

 

Property and Technology Committees-(For on-
going building repairs and for projects they are 
looking at in the next 5-10 years) 

 

 



Pledge Form 

 
 

“Stories of Generosity-Connecting God’s generosity to our response and generosity” 

 

Organization:  St. Paul Lutheran Church     Mission Statement:   Making Christ Known  

 

Donor Information (please print or type):  

Name:__________________________________________  

Billing address:___________________________________  

City:______________________ State:___________ Zip Code:_________ 

Phone:______________________________ 

Email:_______________________________________________________ 

  

Pledge Information:    I (we) pledge a total of $____________________ to be paid: 

 ☐now ☐monthly ☐quarterly ☐yearly.  

I (we) plan to make this contribution in the form of: ☐cash ☐check  

Gift will be matched by (company/family/foundation) ☐form enclosed ☐form will be forwarded  

 

Acknowledgement Information:  

Please use the following name(s) in all acknowledgements:  

☐I (we) wish to have our gift remain anonymous.  

Signature(s):_______________________________________ 

 

Please make checks, corporate matches, or other gifts payable to: Organiza-

tion:__________________________ Address:______________________________ 

City:___________________________State:_______________Zip:_____________________ 

*Online giving through Breeze or Simply Giving. Forms available upon request. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



Part time Job Opening: 
St. Paul Lutheran Church is looking for a Part-Time 
Youth & Family Ministry Director to work approxi-
mately 20 hours a week with Sunday and occasional 
evening requirements.  This is a hybrid work position al-
lowing for the most flexibility to serve our congrega-
tional youth and families. Pay is $20-$25/hr. 
 
We are looking for a strong faith-based role model who 
engages our youth and families in their faith-journey.  
This person will be responsible for initially running our 
youth-focused activities which include: 
  

1. Fun & Fit – After-School Outreach Program ran 
twice a week (Mon & Wed) from 3:30 to 
5:30pm.   

2. Youth 1st – Monthly program geared towards K 
to 6th graders that runs 2 hours.  Focus is on 
deepening faith, fellowship and fun.  Program is 
ran by volunteers and coordinated by YFMD. 

3. Youth Special Events – As the membership and 
youth engagement grow, create/review/imple-
ment/lead activities that continue to grow and 
support the youth & family ministry objectives.  
This could be events like implementing a con-
temporary service each month; taking an active 
role in leading the annual Christmas program; 
coordinating or supporting a Trunk or Treat 
event; taking youth to participate in the Na-
tional ELCA Youth Gathering or a weekend re-
treat to an approved ELCA or other support 
camp for faith and team building activities; 
hosting and supporting Vacation Bible School in 
the community.  

4. Christian/Family Education – Support the 
church’s ministry efforts by being an active par-
ticipant in helping to select Sunday School ma-
terials, assisting with volunteer recruitment and 
training for Sunday School year and helping to 
create an Adult ministry (bible study) program. 

 
If this sounds like a role you’d like to know more about, 
or know someone who this would be a perfect fit for, 
please have them reach out! I’d love to send them the 
job description and/or talk to them more about the 
role!   

 

Please share this on your social 

media and spread the word! If 

you know someone who would 

excel at this position, give 

them this information. 


